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aacl m  £d&  ,  Ml?  ifertadu  ,12^rl24S 

During  the  years  from  1930  to  1933,  1  war  commanding  officer  of  the 
fortifications  near  LGETZEN  (KAET  FEUSS1A)  and  in  that  capacity  subordinate 
to  the  Commander  of  Defense  Area  *2'  -  GENERAL  von  BLOKBERG,  later  FIELD 
MARSHALL  and  WAR  MINISTER  (or  Secretary  of  State  for  War),  In  early  spring 
of  1933  I  was  discharged  from  active  duty  with  a  pension  and  the  rank  of 
GEMERAL-HAJOR,  because  my  views  on  world  affairs  in  general  were  not  in 
accord  with  those  acceptable  for  an  officer  of  a  future  ARMS',  created  on 
the  basis  of  a  National  Socialistic  state,  so  I  was  informed  by  the  office 
of  OES.  von  BLOMBERG  through  hie  Chief  of  Staff  GEN.  von  REXCHERAU  (later 
FlFLD-mRSMIL).  Ho  doubt,  he  wae  perfectly  right  about  that,  neverthe¬ 
less,  several  months  later  1  was  again  suaaaoned  for  active  duty  because 
It  became  evident  that  in  view  of  the  spasmodic  end  tremendoue  increase 
in  the  site  of  the  ARM!  they  could  not  dispense  altogether  with  the  battle- 
seasoned  officers  of  the  old  school.  2  accepted  the  appointment  offered, 
which  by  the  way,  was  not  a  very  influential  one,  just  because  1  was  a 
soldier  living  on  a  pension.  On  the  other  hand,  X  realized  that  Nazism 
could  only  be  fought  effectively  if  one  was  on  active  duty  having  some 
sphere  of  action  in  an  official  capacity.  Fro®  the  very  beginning  I  was 
sternly  opposed  to  the  Rational-Socialist  movement,  because  I  had  not  one 


moment  ’s  doubt  about  the  direction  It  would  proceed,  ini  loving  isy  country 
es  &  Gorman  and  being  a  Catholic,  I  wee  oppressed  with  gloomy  foreboding® 
for  the  future  of  the  German  people,  who  wore  then  stiff ©ring  badly  under 
the  heavy  shackles  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  and  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  would  be  inclined  only  too  easily  to  fall  a  prey  by  listening  to 
those  enticing  sounds  and  follow  men  who  promised  them  a  better  future*’ 
Although  under  the  skilled  leadership  of  the  Government  by  teichrksnKler 
BKuffNIKG,  there  was  a  perceptible  improvement,  the  bulk  of  the  nation, 
particularly  large  numbers  of  unemployed  workers,  could  not  yet  realize 
the  fact  and  draw  the  consequences  of  a  lost  war. 

%  hostile  attitude  toward  Hassiem  couldn’t  be  kept  hidden  Very  long 
from  party  functionaries*  The  consequence  of  it  was  that  I  was  censored 
by  the  Party,  this  In  GLK1WIT2  ae  well,  where  I  was  in  garrison  from 
October  1933  to  November  1935,  and  also  in  KOKSXIN,  where  I  had  been 
transferred  subsequently;  that  finally  caused  the  complaints  against  me 
made  to  WAR—MINIfTKR  von  B1.GHBSEG  ae  early  as  1935*  /Saving  these  chargee 
preferred  against  me,  I  was  transferred  in  October  1936  to  HA SAG  as  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  trained  Reserves  in  that  area.  The  party-conditions 
in  that  town  disclosed  e  very  undesirable  situation.  District-Governor 
(Landrat)  and  Director  of  Police  { Pol i as id 3  re  c tor }  and  (PARTY)  District- 
leader  (Gauleiter),  all  in  on©  person,  was  &0EMR,  a  sinister  and  morally 
most  corrupt  end  questionable  person.  Soon  I  grew  very  unpopular  because 
I  limited  my  relations  with  the  latter  as  well  as  to  other  party-functionaries 
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only  to  absolutely  necessary  official  business,  avoiding  strictly  any 
social  or  private  relations*  I  was  blamed  for  this  vary  much,  of  course, 
also  for  my  refusal  to  salute  with  the  so-called  "GERMAN  Salute*  which 
was 3  “Hell  HITLER." 

MSjr  attitude  regarding  religion  caused  me  to  b©  called  the  "Black 
GEHERAL"  and  also,  but  somewhat  less  courteously s  "THE  CATHOLIC  DOG," 
"honorable”  names  I  did  not  mind. 

Conditions  grew  worse,  when  Lesser  was  replaced  by  ELSE  as  (PARITY) 
District-Leader,  though  the  former  retained  his  office  as  District- 
Governor  and  maintained  his  "benevolent"  attitude  toward  me  until  ay- 
arrest  on  10  August  1944*  Else,  a  great  favorite  of  OAOU5ITER  SPREHGER, 
was  morally  of  a  still  lower  type,  if  this  was  possible,  than  Looser  and 
so  was  hie  Staff,  composed  correspondingly#  The  accuracy  of  ay  opinion 
might  alone  be  proven  by  the  fact  that  soon  the  NA32S  themselves  could 
not  get  around  it  in  sentencing  I3.se  to  eight  years  prison  with  hard 
labor  and  the  loss  of  all  civil  rights  for  10  years,  after  hie  being  con¬ 
victed  of  most  serious  crimes  in  summer  1940*  The  leader  of  the  HANAU-SS 
and  still  another  local  group  leader  of  the  PARTY  in  RAHAU  received  the 
seme  punishment.  A  big  part  of  the  Staff  of  the  Office  of  Districtleader 
vent  to  prison.  Else,  who  claimed  in  court  for  Ids  exoneration  that  most 
of  the  military  -  and  public  -  office  holders  and  also  a  great  number  of 
the  populace  had  been  kissing  hi©  feet  in  byzantlcal  submission  (sorry 
this  mast  be  admitted) ,  has  never  forgiven  m  for  ay  blunt  rejection  of 
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la  1938  a  major  attack  by  the  i.iAlsbiijt:b~Naai~funetionariee  was  wad© 
against  a©  under  bis  sponsorship*  On  the  strength  of  that  report  the 
Deputy  Fuehrer  (at  that  time }  Rudolf  8ESS,.  made  0  repeat  denouncing  we  to 
the  MINIST1RY  Of  WAR,  reproaching  me  with  my  religious  attitude  as  shown 
In  a  polling  on  church  affairs,  and  In  addition  mentioning  the  fact  that 
By  three  children  did  not  perform  any  duty  in  the  H*J*  I  retorted  in 
writing  to  the  WAR-OFFICE,  saying  that  in  regard  to  ay  religious  attitude 
and  beliefs  1  would  not  take  orders  from  anyone  whoever  he  might  he* 

Then  I  me  informed  that  as  of  X  October  1939,  (which  was  the  next  legally 
Admissible  period  of  time  for  discharge)  1  was  discharged  from  active 
service,  because  as  was  stated  in  the  letter  from  field  MSSHAU.  KFITEL, 
end  I  quote,  ”in  1938  it  was  established  that  your  attitude  in  question 
regarding  a  general  view  of  life,  is  not  in  accord  with  such  requirements 
as  must  be  claimed  from  an  officer  of  a  National  Socialist  army*”  «  end 
of  quote. 

The  outbreak  of  the  war  prevented  my  discharge*  the  Party  function¬ 
aries  of  IJ&NAU  persecuted  me  with  their  bate;  on  the  other  hand,  I  could 
establish  the  fact  that  many  ordinary  Party  members  behaved  toward  m  in 
a  really  benevolent  manner*  this  may  bo  explained  by  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  officials,  medical  doctors,  lawyers,  tradesmen,  industrialist®, 
workers,  and .■ farmers  were  forced  simply  to  join  the  PARTY  If  they  did  not 
want  to  run  the  risk  of  not  only  suffering  all  kind©  of  severe  economic 
injury  hut  of  being  loft  without  a  job  and  becoming  destitute I 
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An  extraordinarily  cunning  propaganda  system,  which  In  itself  had  at 
its  disposal  all  the  most  modern  imam,  like  radio,  press,  movie-showa  and 
theater  a,  had  to  be  considered  by  the  average  German;  if  he  refused  to 
Join  the  Party,  he  would  place  himself  completely  in  isolation  and  out- 
aide  of  the  whole  people®  *  oomrtunity.  Associated  with,  and  reinforcing 
those  propaganda  efforts,  a  devilish  terror  was  maintained  of  which  there 
is  no  previous  example  in  all  world  history If,  during  the  course  of 
time,  the  eye®  of  naive  end  unsuspecting  people  were  gradually,  opened,  it 
was,  by  then,  too  late  to  change  heroes.'  Secession  from  the  P&KTX  wae 
almost  equal  to  a  death  sentence! 

Such  Party  members,  who  wore  the  party  emblem  solely  a®  a  "safety- 
pin,’*  holding  together  their  economic  security,  displayed  frequently  - 
as  1  observed  -  a  glowing  hate  against  the  Seal  system  and  I  frequently 
had  valuable  support  from  many  of  them. 

Ac  previously  mentioned,  my  discharge  did  not  take  effect  because  of 
the  outbreak  of  the  MAE.  At  that  time,  it  va@  believed  "they"  were  not 
able  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  war-seasoned  and  experienced  officer®. 
I  wore  the  insignia  of  the  highest  Gorman  war  distinction,  the  order, 

"POUR  BE  MFF.ITE, "  today  rarely  seen,  with  which  I  had  been  decorated  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  World  War  Ij  this  fact  produced  a  frena&ed 
rage  In  title  HA2IS.  Early  in  September  1939  I  left,  as  C.O.  in  charge  of 
the  214  INF.-PIV.,  for  the  front.  The  Division  was  recruited  for  the 
most  part  fro®  nearby  districts  of  FRAHKFURT/MA  III ,  BABAS,  GIBSSBB,  and 
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tGWSSR  FRAKCONIA  and  increased  in  size  by  men  from  tills  district*  It  was 
placed  in  commitment  In  the  West-HAIX  between  MER2J0  and  OJLLINGKN.  The 
majority  of  my  men*  mostly  such  of  older  age-groups,  held  strong  religions 
beliefs  which  fact  could  be  noticed  by  their  nurse  rous  voluntary  attendances 
at  church  service  and  also  In  their  receiving  the  holy  sacrament®  of  the 
R.  C.  Church.  Here  again,  persecution  by  the  PARTI  against  ®y  person 
could  be  observed,  because  I  ordered  preventive  measures  at  once  against 
attempts  to  sabotage  divine  service*  The  Chief  of  ray  military  police 
detachment,  a  certain  Lt.  Lsmerding,  a  former  Qrdeneburg  military  stu¬ 
dent,  opened  up  almost  a  regular  office  in  order  to  collect  data  against 
me.  A  whole  aeries  of  accusations  were  directed  against  me.  For  in¬ 
stance,  they  criticised  me  by  saying  that  I  protected  the  churches  in 
areas  not  evacuated  by  the  populace,  against  profane  acts  or  desecration 
by  the  PARTY,  that  I  had  saved  chalices,  sionetrancee,  crucifixes,  and 
holy  vestments, etc.  of  churches  of  evacuated  places  exposed  to  enemy 
artillery  fire,  and  handed  these  articles  over  to  the  Bishop  of  TEKVFXj 
that  I  had  facilitated  the  work  of  the  clergy  in  seeing  to  the  wants  of 
civilians  and  carrying  out  their  clerical  duties,  and  that  I  had  dared 
to  call  to  account  before  a  military  court  party  functionaries  who  had 
rendered  themselves  liable  to  unishment  and  had  shown  the  door  to  the 
Party  district  leader  (Gauleiter),  who  wanted  to  Interfere  in  a  certain 
ease  In  order  to  prevent  me  from  bringing  the  guilty  to  court.  Further¬ 
more,  that  I  opposed  successfully  suggestions  of  the  District  Governor 
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of  TREVES  for-  the  establishment  of  bordellos  (houses  of  prostitution) 
within  ny  divisional  district,  and  similar  accusations,  eto. 

On  December  1939  a  weighty  accusation  against  the  spirit  of  Maaidom 
was  booked  against  vsy  record.  The  populace  of  places  in  the  soet  advanced 
parts  of  the  West-Wall  sone  had  been  evacuated  already,  before  the  out¬ 
break  of  war.  Further  in  the  rear,  where  reserve*;  and  supply  trains  and 
communication  columns  were  billetted,  the  populace  had  remained.  In  the 
afternoon  of  12  December  I  received  a  report  from  a  MAJOR  KREHAN,  local 
commander  of  cue  of  these  places,  by  telephone  the  party  district  leader 
had  ordered  the  populace  to  a  spontaneous  demonstration  against  the  jews 
for  that  night.  Major  Krehan  reported  he  had  told  the  local  group  leader 
that  fee  would  not  tolerate  such  a  demonstration J  At  once,  1  issued  an 
order  to  the  Division  prohibiting  excesses  against  the  Jewish  populace 
and  ordering  my  men  to  prevent  such,  if  necessary,  by  force  of  arras,  and 
reported  these  measure®  to  the  GEN,-CGMM-H,‘i.  because  I  had  well-founded 
reasons,  to  fear  that  also  in  the  other  border  districts  Jewish  pogrom® 
had  been  ordered.  The  Chief  of  Staff,  in  the  absence  of  the  Commanding 
General,  brusquely  refused  to  give  orders  for  the  protection  of  the  Jewish 
populace  because  in  hi®  opinion  that  was  not  In  his  province,  and  declared 
himself  a®  compelled  to  report  my  incorrect  attitude  to  Cd.  GEN  von 
W1TZLEBEN,  Comsendlng  General  of  the  I  Array,  One  hour  later  he  called  m 
up  on  the  phone  and  reported  somewhat  dejectedly  that  Cowman!  ing  GENERAL 
von  WITZLEBFK  was  in  full  agreement  with  ray  measures  and  had  issued  an 
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ord  er  applicable  for  the  whole  area  of  the  ARMY  that  excesses  against 
Jews  must  be  prevented  by  all  neons 

Of  course,  my  attitude  wo®  reported  tamed lately  to  the  PARTY  by  spies, 
who  Could  be  found,  even  among  the  officers  of  my  own  Staff  and  was  promptly 
recorded  against  me  as  a  crime. 

On  the  whole,  the  entire  **aSBRMC8Tw-  was  watched  by  spies  of  both 
sexes  and  every  suspicious  attitude  of  higher  officers  w m  at  once  reported 
to  the  PARTY  or  the  GESTAPO.  That  we.®  on  eaey  my  to  put  oneself  In  favor 
of  the  "Almighty  PARTY"  for  a  good  promotion. 

Even  higher-up  party  authorities  were  mobilized  against  me.  for 
instance,  early  in  December  1939  District  leader  wEIHRI'ICH  of  Heseen-Kaesel 
reported  to  the  Office  for  ARMY-FRREONNEL,  that  a  certain  It.  CARTS,  an 
officer  of  my  division,  bad  uttered  derogatory  remarks  on  the  "Fuehrer" 
in  October  and  I,  being  his  superior  court  officer,  had  suppressed  the 
case. 

The  hazi-inclined  Chief  of  the  Office  for  ARM Y-PER SOMEL,  GEKEML 
KF1TBL,  (brother  of  the  Fieldmr  shall)  handed  on  the  accusation  without 
farther  examination,  by  return  mil  to  my  office  with  the  following 
comment  added t  "The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  214  INF.  DIV.  is  hereby 
ordered  to  prepare  court-martial  proceeding®  against  Lt.  Carte  and  to 
report  the  step®  that  have  been  taken  in  the  matter."  liromptly,  X  could 
report*  "The  C.O,  of  the  214  INF.  39 .  has  already  opened  court-martial 
proceeding©  against  hi.  Carte  6  weeks  ago,  and  duty  reported  this  in 
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acccrdance  with  ARMX  regulations  to  the  Office  of  AKMT-FiliSOTiNEL  promptly 
on  the  sea e  nay.  This  moral  blow  went  home  and.  General  KEITEL  (known  In 
the  ARMY  as*  L&KFITKL)  never  forgave  me  for  thisl  By  the  way,  It,  Carte 
had  found  very  lenient  judges}  ha  received  a  fine  that  could  be  payed  in 
money, 

Toward  the  end  of  1939*  an  event  occurred  that  drew  upon  me  the 
glowing  hate  of  Feichefuehrer  of  SS  HITLER  which  led  to  my  dismissal  from 
duty  as  C,0,  of  the  214  INF.  02V.  On  11  ©aeetnbar  the  following  order 
from  the  SB  was  received  here*  -  Peichefuehror  of.  .&S..&M..  Chiaf-..of..GI;l?Mfe 

BERLIN,  28  October  1939, 

fop, . 

Every  war  entails  the  draining  of  much  of  the  best  of  our  blood.  Many 
a  victory  by  arms  means  for  a  nation  an  annihilating  defeat  eimultaneoucly 
in  the  lore  of  its  vital  power  and  it©  lifeblood ,  The  lose  of  the  best  of 
our  younger  nan  being  a  necessary  consequence  lamentable  as  it  is,  may  not 
yet  be  the  worst  of  all.  Much  worse  is  the  resulting  shortage  of  offspring 
not  produced  during  the  war  by  th©  living  and  the  failure  of  other©  - 
falling  on  the  field  of  battle  -  to  leave  any  children  behind.  The  old 
saying*  Only  he  who  has  children  can  die  in  peace,  must  become  a  truth 
again  in  this  war,  especially  so  for  the  •’^^chutaptaffel"  (-SS- X*  A  man  can 
die  with  peaceful  mind  knowing  that  hie,  kinsfolk  ,  and  all  they  longed  for 
and  for  which  both  he  and  his  ancestors  have  striven*  will  be  perpetuated 


ME  #  B-397 


■10- 


and  realized  through  and  by  hie  children.  The  most  precious  gift  to  the 
widow  of  a  soldier,  who  has  died  on  the  battlefield,  ie  the  child  of  the 
awn  whom  she  he©  loved.1 

Above  and  beyond  the  boundaries  of  civil  laws  which,  under  normal 
circumstances  might  perhape  be  necessary,  it  nay  also  be  a  high  duty  for 
German  women  and  girls  of  pure  blood  to  become  the  mothers  of  children  of 
soldiers  who  are  leaving  home  for  the  battlefield  when  only  fate  alone 
knows  whether  they  will  return  home  alive  or  to  die  for  Germany  in  battle. 

For  the  men  and  women  too,  who  by  the  order  of  the  State  are  to  re¬ 
main  In  the  home  front,  there  applies  the  holy  obligation,  in  these  times, 
to  become  ones  again  fathers  and  mothers,  and  bear  children. 

Sever  shall  we  forget  that  victory  of  the  ©word  and  the  ©pilling  of 
the  blood  of  our  soldier©  would  be  nothing  but  senseless  sacrifice  unless 
the  victory  of  the  child  and  the  colonization  of  new  lands  were  to  follow.’ 

In  the  previous  war,  many  a  soldier,  conscious  of  a  sense  of  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  furthermore,  in  order  not  to  leave  hie  wife  with  a  still  greater 
burden  in  case  of  his  death  if  another  baby  should  arrive,  decided  to  re¬ 
frain  from  producing  more  children  during  the  war.  These  reflection©  and 
anxieties  are  now  no  longer  to  be  considered  by  you  roen  of  the  SS,  because 
they  war#  eliminated  through  the  following  rule©* 

1)  For  all  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children  of  pur©  blood  the 
father©  of  whom  have  died  in  the  war, special  sponsor©  appointed 
personally  by  the  Beichefuehrer  of  the  -8S-  will  take  over  the 


MB  0  0-397 


•11- 


guardlanshlp.  V®  are  standing  in  support  of  these  mothers  and 
shall,  as  far  as  humanly  possible,  take  care  of  the  education 
and  the  material  worries  entailed  in  the  bringing  up  of  thee® 
children  until  they  become  of  age;  consequently,  no  mother  or 
widow  will  be  exposed  to  want  or  distress* 

2}  For  all  children  generated  during  the  war  -  be  they  of  legitimate 
or  illegitimate  birth  -  the  "Bchutzstaffel”  will  accept  responsi¬ 
bility  during  the  war  in  case  of  want  or  distress.  After  the 
war,  when  fathers  have  returned  home,  economic  support  will  be 
given  through  the  -SB-  in  a  generous  way,  upon  filing  an  individ¬ 
ual  application  for  additional  help  on  reasonable  grounds. 

Men  of  the  -5S-  s...nd  future  mothers  of  these  hoped-for  GEHMAN  children 
show  that  ell  of  you  in  the  firs  belief  in  the  Fuehrer  and  with  a  will 
for  the  eternal  life  of  our  bloat  and  our  people,  are  willing  to  give  all 
for  Germany  in  order  that  it  may  live  in  the  same  spirit  of  bravery  in 
which  you  are  fighting  now  and  are  willing  to  die  for. 

{signed)  H.  HIMKUJi 

After  having  at  once  got  into  touch  with  my  Commanding  General  with 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  having  gained  the  impression  that  he  was  not 
very  likely  to  take  very  energetic  steps  for  the  enforcement  of  such  a 
disgraceful  order,  1  forwarded  the  -SB-  order  through  official  channels, 
aa  official  business,  direct  to  GEN.  H,  Command.  In  my  letter  that 
accompanied  the  order  copy  1  insinuated  a  possible  falsification  might  be 
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involved  here  although  1  had  proof  in  ®y  hand©  bearing  witness  to  the 
fact  that  the  order  was  genuine.  My  insinuation,  the  order  might  be  a 
fabrication,  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating,  in  the  cum  of 
GEN.  I*  4.  COMMKD  the  passing  on  of  the  order  to  the  ARMS. 

Copy  *  (of  accompanying  letter)* 

THE  COMMANDING  OFFICER  of  the  H*  *4,  of  the  DIVISIONAL  STAFF 

214  INF.  DIVISION  11  December  1939 

-  1  -  ENCLOSURE 

H.  4,  GENERAL  -  GCKMAND  TO.  A.C. 

Eaciooed  .herewith  pleas®  find  an  alleged  -SS*>  order,  the  content®  of 
which,  by  their  sheer  impudence,  can  hardly  be  surpassed  and  in  which  our 
women  and  daughter©  are  practically  degraded  to  the  status  of  domestic 
ymimola  for  the  -SB—  and  for  the  POLICE,  a©  indicated  in  the  third  and 
last  paragraph  of  the  instrument. 

Obviously,  it  would  see®,  it  le  a  leaflet  distributed  by  the  enemy  *s 
information  service  which  intends  to  create  the  impression  in  foreign 
countries,  teat  tee  German  people  have  parted  with  all  standards  of 
Western  culture  and  civilisation.  If  this  alleged  -SS-order  circulates 
among  our  troops  holding  out  in  the  front  lines,  it  is  to  be  feared  teat 
married  awn,  out  of  fear  for  tee  fate  of  their  beloved  ones,  wives,  and 
daughters,  may  absent  themselves  without  leave  to  go  home  and  protect  their 


own. 
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The  order  is  distributed  to  men  of  the  -5S~  in  fieldgrey  uniform®. 

(signed)  GRGPPE 

The  above  report  too  went,  a®  a  metier  of  course,  through  the  usual 
informatory  channels  to  the  PARTY,  but  became  known  to  the  B.5.C.,  peculiar 
as  it  may  see®  and  without  any  contribution  on  my  part,  end  soon  there¬ 
after  London  started  broadcasting  literal  extracts  from  it. 

End  of  December  1939  all  !aO!Eft-COHMAND  poets  down  to  that  of  a 
division  received  the  copy  of  a  letter  marked  ” confidential n  which  was 
addressed  by  the  C.O.  of  the  AHM3WHGB-C0HJJASD,  -  at  that  tins  Col,  GEN, 
von  ERA  15C  HITCH,  -  and  dated  as  of  21  December  1939,  to  the  CHIEF  of  the 
HIGH-COMMAND  of  the  ARMED  FORCES  Col.  GEN*  KEITEL,  with  regard  to  that 
particular  HIMMLER  order?  it  road  ae  follows,  and  1  quote  i 

"The  ©diet  signifies  an  infringement  of  the  greatest-  and  until  now 
intact  moral  lave  of  mankind,  which  laws  are  affirmed  and  recognised  by 
the  greater  part  of  our  people.  It  Is  in  contradiction  to  the  education 
given  to  our  ARKS,  which  aims  to  elevate  the  young  recruit®  to  high  morale 
and  self-control  and  to  show  a  respectful  attitude  toward  the  German 
mother  (wife)  and  the  family.  It  my  lead  to  great  conflict  in  the 
theater  of  operations  with  the  civilian  populace  where  our  troops  are 
living  so  dose  together  in  &  narrow  space.  It  is  too  obvious,  the  youth¬ 
ful  soldiers  of  the  ARMS  may  think  that  they  also  should  have  a  duty  and 
an  equal  right  allowed  in  their  case,  as  handed  down  in  the  order  to  the 
-SB-  and  the  POLICE* 
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Undoubtedly,  larg©  sections  of  the  populace  will  reject  tbs  idea  of 
unlimited  sexual  intercourse,  which  would  be  the  result  of  carrying  out 
in  practice  such  an  edict  and  naturally  they  would  look  for  help  in  the 
matter  from  the  superior  German  military  authorities,'  those  soldiers, 
who,  in  particular  were  feeing  the  enemy  in  the  front  line,  would  fear 
that  their  daughters,  sisters,  fiancees,  or  oven  their  wives  would  not 
remain  unmolested  as  a  consequence  of  this  edict,1  It  will  lead  to  anxiety 
and  jealousy  end  might  produce  serious  family  troubles  which  now  are  even 
less  desireable  than  at  any  other  time,"  -  end  of  quote. 

These  wore  fin©  words  with  which  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  tho  ARM! 
(Col,  GEN  von  El  IDCHl'i'CK)  lashed  this  shameless  order  to  the  tout  no 

deeds  followed  them,1  The  Chief  of  the  HIGH-CCMMAND  of  the  ARMED  FORCES, 

Col#  GEH.  hblTWL,  to  whom  the  letter  wee  addressed,  was  the  worthy  brother 
of  the  afore-mentioned  brother  of  the  Chief  of  the  Office  for  ARMl-FERbON®^ 
end  was  known  in  the  ARM!  by  the  nickname  "the  inflated  lion,*1  Neither 
of  these  brothers  had  any  scruples  at  being  ponderers  to  the  Party  and 
watched  like  a  hawk  the  decent-minded  but  rather  weak  -  so  far  as  moral 
courage  went  -  character,  GEMML  von  BftAtfCi  ITCNj  they  sabotaged  every 
attempt  that  was  made  to  counter  the  criminal  intentions  of  the  M2X&, 

That  was  the  reason  that  nothing  happened  after  the  warning  letter 
of  appeal  written  toy  Col,  GKN,  von  BRAUCB3XCB,  on  the  contrary,  the 
language  of  the  Nazis  grew  even  more  bold.  In  the  official  press  of  the 
the  publication  "Dae  Oohwarze  Korpa,”  edition  dated  4  Jan  1940,  a 
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conspicuous  comment  on  the  HIMMU'R  order  me  printed  containing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  threat i  "A  girl  who  ■might  try  to  shirk  this  -  her  high  moral 
duty  -  one  way  or  another  (her®  we  have  in  mind  the  one  other  old  way 
that  has  not  yet  been  eradicated)  is  ©a  guilty  as  e  deserter  and  in  no 
way  different  from  a  aan  who  refuse©  to  serve  under  the  colors." 

the  lest  mentioned  category  was  punished  with  the  death  penalty  as 
is  well  know.  This  official  comment  left  no  doubt  about  what  a  girl  was 
to  expect*  if  she  was  bent  upon  saving  her.  honor.* 

In  a  conference  of  commanding  officers  on  4  January  I  road  the  com¬ 
ment*  which  had  been  pressed  into  ay  hands  and  uttered  the  following  re¬ 
marks  with  regard  to  it*  "Gentlemen*  they  told  us  on  Mew  Years  Day  that 
the  year  1940  would  bring  a  decision  between  us  (Germany)  and  ENGLAND. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  with  reference  to  what  I  have  Just  read  to  you,  a 
decision  will  have  to  earn  between  our  lord  and  the  Devil."  An  a  matter 
of  course,  these  remark#  of  mine  were  reported  to  the  PARTY  immediately 
by  spies.  The  HIMMtFR  order  naturally  struck  the  troops  like  a  bombshell 
and  created  a  deep  unrest  in  the  minds  of  say  soldiers.  During  say  dally 
inspection  round  of  the  front  1  was  continually  approached  with  questions 
fey  my  men,  who  betrayed  their  anxiety  about  their  wives  and  daughters  with 
reference  to  the  edict.  1  utilised  an  opportunity  which  presented  itself 
on  6  January  during  an  inspection  of  a  bombardment  school  in  the  rear,  to 
talk  to  representatives  of  all  kinds  of  units  of  my  division  on  the  ~SS~ 
order.  Here  I  spoko  to  them  in  the  approximately  the  following  term* 
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"Tomorrow,  when  you  mn  return  to  your  regiments  again  after  having  been 
on  leave  for  a  four  week  period,  you  will  notice  a  deep  excitement  has 
come  over  your  comrades  because  of  an  order  lecued  by  Rolchrfuehrer  HIMMLER 
according  to  which  our  womenfolk  and  girl®  are  ordered  to  permit  sexual 
intercourse  with  -SS-raen  and  FOU'CH  in  order  to  bear  children  out  of  wed¬ 
lock*  It  5e  an  outrage  that  such  an  order  is  possible  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Christian  slate-.  But  tell  all  of  your  .coiorsd.es  that  the  honor 
of  their  wives  and  daughters  is  as  sacred  to  me  as  the  honor  of  ray  own 
wife  and  daughter  and  that  I  shall  protect  their  honor.” 

Naturally;  the  tenor  of  my  talk  was  transmitted  Immediately  to  HIMML1R. 

On  19  January,  1  received  an.  order  to  report  in  BfEIJh  on  21  January 
with  Col.  GEN.  von  BHAJCHITGH.  Before  1  started  on  the  trip  I  was  told 
to  report  first  to  H.Q.  of  AHMT-GRObr-I  in  mmrm/Hm.  There,  in  the 
absence  of  FIEL5MAHSHATX  von  LEIB  1  was  informed  by  his  Chief  of  Staff 
GSR#  von  S0D1NSTFSB  that  KJM€LPR  intended  to  take  stops  against  me  on 
the  grounds  of  a  statute  defining  "malicious  intent.11  Col.  GEN  von 
WITZ'LKBFN  (later  executed  by  hanging  after  the  20  July  1944  affair),  who 
was  ray  superior  officer,  had  reported  to  the  ARMI-GRCUP  in  writing  that 
he  was  in  support  of  my  attitude  and  that  he  (von  WIT2L1BEK)  would  resign 
his  position  as  Chief  C.G.  of  the  I  Army  if  1  was  censured  for  the  incident 
and  he  had  requested  P3PXDMARSH4L  von  I^E8  tc  extend  to  me  his  benevolence 
and  protection.  The  latter  had  expressed  bis  thanks  to  tire  Col,  0RBKP.A1 
for  Ms  communication  and  in  turn  had  replied  that  he  too  was  in  support 


MS  #  B~39?  -17- 

of  my  attitude  and  would  also  resign  hie  position  if  1  was  brought  into 
court  on  the  matter* 

Simultaneously ,  OR??,  von  SODEKSTliflN  delivered  to  me  a  letter  written 
by  FlROFAKSilALt  von  LEEB  to  Col.  GW,  von  SRACCHITCH  with  instruction* 
to  present  It  to  the  latter*  Hie  contents  of  that  letter  was  read  to  me 
and  ran  in  its  closing  sentence  as  follows,  -  1  quote i  - 

"I  place  ssyeelf  solidly  behind  GW,  LKtJTK.  GRGPFB  with  the  full  in¬ 
fluence  of  r<y  reputation  even  if,  in  the  heat  of  the  Just  indignation 
aroused  Tty  a  perusal  of  the  Rei<&sfuehrer  *e  order  to  the  he  used 

the  wrong  words  to  express  hie  feelings."  -  end  of  quote. 

The  energetic  support  of  both  of  these  generals,  noblemen  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  terra,  saved  me  from  the  worst* 

Hitler  and  his  accomplices  could  not,  at  that  time,  afford  to  treat 
FIEIDMARSHALLS  like  students*  They  were  still  needed.  A  pity  that  only 
so  little  w public  courage"  wee  prevalent  among  our  general*!  ogotle®  was 
with  many  of  them  a  stronger  force  and  placed  above  the  well-being  of  the 
whole  people*  If  only  we  had  had  more  men  with  chare otors  of  von  LESB 
and  von  V/IT2LEBEK,  then  the  prospect  would  have  been  much  brighter  for 
all  of  our  people/ 

Arriving  in  BERLIN ,  I  first  paid  a  visit  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office 
for  AHMX-PERSOMEL,  GEN.  KEITEL.  Here  I  66ttld  establish  the  fact  that 
the  latter  had  already  token  sides  against  me  on  BIMMTTJl  ’s  complaint  with¬ 
out  giving  me  too  &  chance  to  be  heard  on  the  matter.  (Please,  compare 
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the  case  of  Lt,  CARTE,  previously  mentioned)  And  by  reproaching  him,  ae 
1  did,  in  the  most  scathing  terms,  with  bowing  the  too©  before  every 
party  bonzo  while  at  the  seme  time  having  nothing  but  kicks  for  elderly 
generals,  I  aroused  anew  hie  enmity  against  me  -  a  feeling  shared  by  Ms 
brother,  the  FIELDMA&GHALL#  It  was  interesting  to  rm  to  hear  through  my 
conversation  with  GEN#  KEITEL  that  the  HIMMLER  order,  advocating  free  love, 
was  expressly  confirmed  by  HITLER  and  had  created  no  resentment  in  only 
two  armies;  those  were  the  ARMIES  of  Col#  Gish#  OOLLriANK  and  Col#  GEH#  von 
REICHLMU,  both  of  whoa  were  known  to  b©  strong  Nazi  supporter®. 

The  results  of  my  interview  with  Col*  GEN*  von  BMOCHITCH,  lasting 
about  two  hours,  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  respect#  I  reported 
minutely  on  the  morally  subversive  propaganda  in  the  armed  force©  by  the 
PARTI  and  found  him  in  full  agreement  with  ay  attitude.  Eo  I  wae  all  the 
more  surprised  when,  on  31  January  1940  1  was  informed  by  teleprinter  of 
ay  discharge  from  my  position  a©  Commander  of  the  Division  and  transferred 
to  the  Reserve  of  the  O.K.H.  with  residence  at  HAMU#  Shortly  thereafter  ' 
1  received  a  letter  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Commanding  Officer  of  the 


ARMY,  which  ran  as  follows} 


Qsm. 


BERLIN,  6  Feb.  1940 
Office  of  the  Chief  Commanding  Officer  of  the  ARMY, 
written  by  an  officer 


to*  Lt.Gen.  GROFf®, 


I«  conversation*  with  officer®  and  1b  lidwset  directed  to  non* 
eetsmiasiened  officers  aw?  ms  representing  different  Bait®  of  the  JS14# 
tBF»*4)ty*  yo »  bav®  made  statements  with  reference  to  the  tw lax*  for  the 
preservation  of  G*WM!t  blood,  issued  by  lUAohafaehrer  of  the  WSS-,  Ton 
bare  reported  to  w  of flee  orally  sni  t#i  writing,  claiming  that  with 
these  talks  and  conversations  you  wanted  to  influence  the  pen  -»f  your 
Mvietem  by  producing  an  ^lightening  and  quietening  offset*  Vrom  a 
perusal  of  the  material  before  me  it  is  evident  that  you  have  chosen  a 
ferns,  which  is  in.  no  way  appropriate  to  «x«rt  a  quietening  and  tmncntliistag 
effect  on  the  mind®  of  the  m©»J 

Oeer  and  above  that,  you  have  ohorssn  to  give  -an  Interpretation  of 
the  edict  of  IteieiMf&ahrsr  of  the  -SEU  and.  Chief  of  GFHMjlE  TO  which* 
whether  willingly  or  unwillingly,  must  not  'bo  imputed  to  a  leading  persett* 
allty  ©f  the  GFRMAK  RfTCJf,  he  being  conscious!  of  his  responsibility* 

In  doing  so,  raw  have  censured  sewerly  the  Rsiehsfuehrer  of  the  *SS~ 
and  Chief  of  0l^AK*4^tCFf  in  dealing  with  such  questions  you  hare 
ahown  a  leek  of  discretion  in  a  military  as  veil  m  in  e  political  sen*©* 
qualities  that  most  be  expected  frees  an  officer  ooasranding  a  division* 

Because  of  those  findings  f  ass  compelled  to  dispense  with  your 
services  in  your  present  position  expressing  at  the  same  tip®  ay  severe 

HfjuTOa^* 

In  consideration  of  your  previous  meritorious  service  in  war  and  in 
peace,  I  shall  not  consider  sending  your  ram  up  to  the  WWHMft  f  or  a 
dishonorable  discharge  from  the  WMCMtH! T,  But  I  must  expect  that  in  the 
future  yon  will  observe  greater  restraint  in  airing  your  opinions  on  world 
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affairs  or  on  political  matters* 

(signed)  von  DMUCH1TCH 

It  was  obvious ,  Col*  GENERAL  von  BRAOCHITCH,  who  personally  had  al¬ 
ways  received  m  with  every  sign  of  benevolence,  could  not  put  through 
his  own  ideas,  when  confronted  with  those  of  HITLER  and  HIMMLER  in  ay 
ease*  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  third  paragraph  of  the  above 
latter  with  a  previously  mentioned  one  of  the  Col.  GENERAL  to  the  Chief 
of  the  HIGH-COWARD  of  the  ARMED-FCRCES,  dated  21  Deo  1929.  It  reminds 
me  of  a  quotation  fro®  ^Wallenstein*  by  Friedrich  von  SCHILLER*  *> 

"Daring  was  the  word,  because  the  deed  vae  not.* 

GEN.  fmsmsmil,  von  LEER  had  traveled  to  BERLIN  on  special  purpose 
to  be  of  help  to  me  in  sy  case.  Not  only  did  he  succeed  in  arranging 
that  1  should  still  remain  on  active  service  and  no  court-martial  pro¬ 
ceedings  be  started  against  me,  but  he  also  succeeded  in  compelling 
HIMMLER  to  apologise  because  of  his  propagation-order  in  Issuing  an  edict 
dated  30  January  1940,  copies  of  which  were  distributed  to  every  company 
of  Idle  ARM?. 

Even  if  this  apologetically  phrased  edict  was  rather  evasive,  skating 
round  the  real  core  of  the  matter  at  Aedue,  nevertheless  it  signified  a 
humiliation  which  he  never  forgot  and  later  turned  out  to  be  the  main 
reason  for  ay  long  Imprisonment. 

Another  excuse  was  offered  him  for  his  hate  when  I  appeared  as  a 
witness  in  court  proceedings  at  STOLE,  16  May  1941,  a  detailed  broadcast 
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of  which  was  give®  by  the  B,B,C*  in  later  part  of  May  1941* 

The  source  of  information  on  these  proceedings  for  the  B,0,C.  re¬ 
mained  a  mystery* 

The  accused  in  tile  ease*  a  certain  EBSBHARO  von  BRAUNPCHWEIG,  owner 
and  manager  of  a  baronial  estate  at  LUEB2C&  was  placed  on  trial  before  ft 
special  court  at  STOLP,  accused  of  alleged  high  treason*  It  was  a  matter 
of  life  or  death  for  the  accused,  hut  my  statements  in  court  as  a  witness 
for  the  defense  were  such  that  he  got  off  with  a  two-year  jail  times* 

Since  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  mean  tricks  of  the  PART!  1 
approached  the  senior  officer  of  the  8TQLP  garrison  GB5.-M&JGR  iron  GMMER 
with  a  request  to  attend  the  court  hearing  and  to  sake  notes  of  ay  testi¬ 
mony*  The  ease  request  I  directed  to  the  official  representative  at 
DEFENSE  ARIA  IX*  Both  of  these  gentlemen,  the  latter  a  lawyer,  made 
spontaneous  declarations  after  the  trial,  by  saying  that  my  statements 
In  court  as  a  witness  has  been  indisputably  blameless*  The  two  gentlemen 
reported  the  following  day  to  GEN*  of  ART,,  FOEHPENBACH,  C.C,  in  the 
same  strain* 

Four  months  later,  on  23  September  19a,  It.  GEN.  FRTT  from  FRANK— 
FURT/MAIN  presented  to  me  an  order  from  the  Office  for  ARMY-PERSONNEL, 
signed  by  ay  "friend”  HOTEL,  on  behalf  of  the  Deputy-C,0.  of  the  GEN. 
COMMAND  IX  A.C.,  to  when  I  was  subordinate,  to  resign  my  position  in  the 
ARMY  by  1  October  19U* 
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The  order,  dated  19  September  1941*  reed  in  part  as  follows,  and  I 
quotes  •  "This  treasure  Is  in  connection  with  your  attitude  as  a  witness 
in  criodnsl  proceedings  against  the  landowner-farmer  von  BE/tUKSCHWEIG 
before  a  special  session  of  the  County  Court  at  STOLE .  lour  attitude 
will  still  be  subject  to  a  special  investigation  the  results  of  which  will 
determine  the  kind  of  discharge  you  will  be  given  from  the  ARMT,  Already 
at  this  time,  the  C1C  of  the  ARM!  sees  it  established  that  Li,  GEN,  GROPPI 
lacks  the  qualities  of  restraint  in  the  province  of  political  matters  and 
consequently  has  not  lived  up  to  expectations  as  required  of  him  and  ex¬ 
pressed  in  our  communication  dated  as  of  6  February  1940  requiring  him  to 
do  so,  The  question  of  wearing  his  former  uniform  is  reserved,  pending 
a  later  decision, s 

(signed)  KEITEL 

X  m  firmly  convinced  that  it  was  not  Col,  GEN.  von  BRAUCHITCR  but 
OH,  MAJOR  KEITEL  who  was  the  party  who  established,  before  any  investiga¬ 
tion  was  conducted,  that  l  was  lacking  the  required  qualities  of  restraint 
In  political  matters,  and  be  used  Col,  GEE,  von  BRA0CHITCfl,8  name  in  aa 
attempt  to  make  mischief.* 

Because  of  my  refusal  to  resign  fro®  the  ASMI  and  demand  for  aa 
inveetlgatioa  and  a  regular  hearing  before  a  court  of  honor,  Lt.  GEN. 

RETT  then  started  a  hearing  on  the  contents  of  the  latter  of  complaint  fro® 
the  Chief  ©f  the  (NAZI-)  PARTIES  OFFICE,  MARTIN  BQftHANN,  dated  U  September 
1941,  in  which  the  latter  made  the  silliest  accusations  against  me  about 
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ay  attitude  as  a  witness  before  the  special  court  In  STOLP.  These  reached 
their  greatest  height  with  the  assertion  that  with  @y  testiisory  and  ray 
attitude  I  had,  and  1  quote*  -  "attempted  to  expose  the  S.S.D.A.F.  and  Its 
dutiful  members  to  ridicule  and  make  it  the  laughingstock  of  the  public* " 
The  complaint  closed  with  a  statement  pointing  out  tfc®  numerous  sins  I 
had  allegedly  ectmitted  in  the  HIHMIiB  case  and  affirmed  that,  having 
thereby  placed  rsyself  outside  of  the  peoples  *  community  1  should  also  ba 
looked  upon  in  that  sensei 

It*  GEH.  FETT,  who  was  conducting  the  investigation  along  with  Col* 
GEN,  of  INF.  8CHNIEW1HDT,  as  well  as  the  C.O.  of  the  II  A.C.,  GEN.  of  ART, 
FOENRENBACH  and  GEN,  von  GF.RMAR,  all  of  these  being  requested  to  take  sides 
in  the  matter  nevertheless  declared  that  ®y  attitude  was  an  absolutely 
blameless  one  and  in  no  way  objectionable. 

In  spite  of  this  I  was  informed  by  letter  from  GIN.  KEITEL  *e  of  float 
dated  16  December  1941,  of  ay  discharge  from  the  ARMY,  this  to  take  effect 
on  31  December  1941,  with  the  absurd  remark,  the  measure  had  no  connection 
with  the  STOLE  affair*  The  latter  matter  was  still  pending. 

My  superior  C.O.  (GEH*  SCHNIEWINDT)  immediately  put  in  a  protest 
against  ay  illegal  discharge,  but  naturally  without  success.  I  left  active 
military  service  on  31  December  1941,  but  still  entitled  to  war  nay  uni¬ 
form  as  a  General.  Since  I  failed  to  hear  anything  more  of  the  STOLP 
affair  I  wrote  to  the  OFFICE  for  ARMY-PE&S QNNEL  the  following  application, 
putting  it  through  official  channels  by  way  of  Deputy-C.C.  of  H.i*.  Commend 
of  IX  A.C.,  dated  as  of  16  Kerch  1942* 
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mmu,  16  March  1942 


to  DEFOTY-GENERAL  H.<4.  COMMAND  IX  A.C. 

On  23  September  1941  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  contents 
of  a  loiter f  written  by  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  the  PARTS  (BGRMAMB)  t 
In  which  serious  accusations  were  nude  against  me  in  connection  with  my 
appearance  as  a  witness  before  a  special  court  in  STQLP,  16  May  1941* 
which  accusations  culminated  in  the  declaration  that  I  had  placed  myself 
"outside  of  the  peoples  *  eoemamity*  on  account  bf  ay  attitude  before 
said  court* 

When  1  was  examined  on  the  matter  by  It*  GENERAL  FETT  I  indl- 
eated  to  him,  all  of  the  accusations  against  me  were  entirely  baseless 
end  in  order  to  prove  this  1  named  several  witnesses* 

Chi  25  October  1941  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Office 
of  the  Deputy-GEMERAL  H#Q*  COMMAND  IX.  A.C.  saying  that  the  HHWKMOIID 
of  the  ARMY  had  taken  steps  for  a  hearing  of  the  generals  named  as  wit¬ 
nesses  and  had  requested  the  file  on  the  case* 

By  a  letter  No.  10527/41,  dated  16  December  1941,  from  the 
Chief  of  the  OFFICE  for  APMY-PERSONTfEL,  the  letter  confirmed  this  to  me, 
saying  that  Investigation  proceedings  were  in  pro grew*  and  that  1  would 
be  informed  on  the  outcome  of  them* 

By  now  three  months  have  passed  without  ray  having  received  any 
further  communication  on  the  ease* 
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Sinoe  Juno  1938  on  three  different  occasion©  entirely  baseless 
and  untrue  accusations  hare  been  Bade  against  ay  person  by  high  and  oven 
the  highest  FABTY-functi oner lee  to  the  OFFICE  for  AKMY-PEESOKKBh.  On  the 
first  two  counts  none  of  the  Involved  party-authorities  have  ever  taken 
the  trouble  to  excuse  thoaselver-  after  the  injustice  of  their  complaints 
had  been  proved.  They  remained  just  silent  and  J  have  reason  to  fear 
that  this  time  the  matter  vrill  take  a  similar  cource. 

Consequently,  I  make  the  request  herewith  to  the  013-5  H.Q. 

CoBEBsand  kindly  to  approach  higher  authorities  with  a  view  to  starting 
exoneration  proceedings,  particularly  since  the  statements  of  the  General® 
have  already  boon  on  record  for  five  month®, 

I  m  now  in  my  sixtieth  year  and  the  witness©®,  named  by  a*, 
in  several  instances  still  older  men  and  exposed  daily  to  the  danger  of 
ft  soldier's  life,  For  the  protection  of  ay  honor,  which  is  also  that  of 
the  officer  corps,  1  request  that  this  Investigation  be  brought  to  a 
final  conclusion. 

(signed)  GfcQPFS,  hi, GEN  a.D, 

According  to  a  ccwasunication  of  the  Ueputy-GSSIIAL . H.W,  Command  IK 
ARMY,  ay  application  was  presented  on  19  March  to  the  HIGH  COMMANDS  of  the 
ARMED  FORCES,  The  latter  persisted  in  it®  previous  silence.  On  26  April 
1942  the  GERMAN  Reichstag  convened  where  the  lest  remnants  of  justice  and 
law  in  the  THXRD-Seich  were  thrown  overboard  and  SITUS  was  proclaimed 
•ole  and  autocratic  judge,  X  realised  at  once  what  this  change  meant  for 


m2  And  Indeed,  cm  13  Kay  1942  I  received  the  following  letter,  the  con¬ 
tent*  of  which  shoved  plainly  the  common  hate  of  HITLER,  and  the  two 
KEITEL  brothers* 

Seay 

Headquarters 

Mi  flflMB tag  m  miLwm  3  H«y  1942 

Ho*  U7A/42/  FA-2  ( la  > 

To  U.  OSH  A*D.  QROFFE,  HARAU 

Supplementary  to  the  letter  dated  16  December  1941  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Of  flee  for  ASKf-Pf.RSOKWEL  and  likewise  in  answer  to  yours, 
dated  16  Kerch  1942,  addressed  to  the  Deputy-OKR*  HIOH-OOMKARD  of 
U  A.C.,  you  are  hereby  informed  that* 

It  has  been  established  ever  since  1939  that  your  attitude 
retarding  questions  on  world  views  is  not  in  conformity  with  require¬ 
ments  as  expected  from  an  offioer  of  a  Rational-Socialist  A®fltj  F1KID- 
KARSHAL  von  BRATJCHITCH  also  expressed  this  to  you  In  his  letter  of  6 
February  1940*  Regardless  of  this  warning,  not  only  your  connection  with 
farmer  wop  BRAHRSCRWBIQ,  whose  hostile  attitude  toward  our  present 
state-form  is  universally  known,  but  also  your  emphatic  taking  sides  for 
him  during  criminal  proceeding#  against  the  aforementioned  before  a 
special  court  of  justice* 

Minutely  conducted  investigations  and  hearings  of  interested 
parties  have  established  that  your  attitude  and  your  tesiimoty 
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as  a  witness  In  that  trial  are  not  compatible  with  the  cone cot ion  of  an 
ARMT  officer  living  In  a  Rational-Socialist  state.  In  displaying  such 
an  attitude,  you  have  drawn  a  line  o?  separation  between  yourself  end 
the  officer  corps. 

An  Investigation  by  a  court  of  honor,  as  requested  by  you,  Is 
declined  because  the  fact®  are  already  sufficiently  clear,* 

The  FUF.HRTO  and  Supreme  Commander  of  the  ARM?.®  FOI’CKS,  at  a 
conference  of  military  lenders,  ha®  censored  your  attitude  most  severely 
and  decreed  a®  follows*  that.  ....... 

1)  four  discharge  from  active  military  service,  granting,  however, 
permission  to  wear  the  uniform  of  a  Lt*  OEK,  of  the  ARMT,  effective 
as  of  31  December  194-1,  is  herewith  cancelled. 

2)  Herewith  you  are  dismissed  from  active  military  service,  as  of 
31  December  1941  without  permission  to  continue  wearing  your 
uniform. 

four  capacity  as  a  super ior~rank ing  officer  and  your  right  to  bear  the 
title,  hitherto  accorded  you,  of  General  Leutnant  a.D.,  are  no  longer 
recognised. 

(signed)  KEITEL, 

GEfJKRAL-F  1KL0M&RSHAL 

it  the  same  time  I  was  Informed  that  in  consideration  of  a  resolution 
passed  during  a  session  of  the  Reichstag  on  26  April  194?,  the  above  de¬ 
cision  was  final  and  no  appeal  possible. 
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Through  the  af  orementi  onad  decree  I  war  practically  outlawed  and 
•atposed  to  every  trickery.  X  did  net  have  to  wait  for  very  long.  In 
August  1942  1  wae  summoned  by  the  GESTAPO  for  a  hearing  with  reference 
to  a  letter  X  had  written  to  a  young  soldier  on  the  war  front,  and  which 
had  been  opened.  They  seemed  to  look  with  suspicion  upon  my  expression 
in  that  letter  "our  beloved  Fuehrer"  *  which  I  had  underlined  (not  with¬ 
out  reason)  and  it  appeared  Ironical  to  them  as  an  attempt  to  exert  a 
disintegrating  influence  cm  the  *,WKHFt}iACHT.'* 

On  1  October  1941*  in  accordance  with  the  lav®  for  universal  employ* 
*®nt  1  was  assigned  for  work  to  the  HA  HAUER  -  PLATINUM  -  METLING  -  PUNT. 
Bare  I  was  to  take  care  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  protection  of  the 
plant  frem  air  attacks,  which  service  1  fulfilled  as  honorary  air  warden 
without  pay.  Bran  in  this  huge  plant  I  was  surrounded  and  watched  by 
spies}  numerous  complaints  directed  against  me  for  alleged  utterances  of 
defeatism  were  made  to  the  general  manager  Dr.  W,  H,  HERABDS  and  the 
foremen  SCHKIIDT,  but  these  two  men  paid  little  attention  to  such  denouncing® 
One  informer,  however,  reported  to  the  GESTAPO  direct  and  I  was  summoned 
there  for  interrogation.  Bat  neither  the  disintegration  of  the  "vekrmacHT” 
nor  my  "defeated  utterances”  had  any  visible  effect  at  that  time}  these 
matters  were  “put  in  the  icebox*1  for  s  later  date. 

The  attempt  at  assassination  of  HITLER,  20  July  1944,  provided  the 
tyrannical  Basis  with  desired  pretexts  to  dispose  of  all  of  their  disliked 
elements.  Early  on  21  July  1944  I  too  was  arrested  and  brought  to 
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WlSSSftA&fitT  before  -£S-  Obergruppenfuehrer  SOHAfiN  for  a  bearing.  After  a 
short  interrogation  I  was  again  released . . 

On  4  August  1944  1  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Reichekriegsgericbt 
(Eeiche  Court  Martial)  at  TORGAb,  Judge-^SSIR&i*  HOl’MASfH.  He  informed  me 
that  investigations  were  being  conducted  on  the  above-mentioned  two  Cases* 

1)  for  disintegration  of  the  WSHRMACKt  and  2)  for  defeatist  utterances, 
which  had  been  reported  to  the  GHS1AP0*  These  two  oases  and  the  reason* 
for  ay  dismissal  from  active  service  and  also  fee  STOW5  incident  would  be 
the  subject  of  a  thorough  investigation*  >’y  dislike  of  the  Basis  and 
nonc£»ipllanee  with  the  order  to  us®  the  GBSKfiJR-  salute,  wove  also  held 
against  me  and  reinforced  by  pointing  out  that  FlEIlW^JiSB&L  KEITEL  bad 
written  a  most  unfavorable  report  about  me.  The  latter,  it  was  clear, 
had  again  expressed  his  "benevolent'*  interest  in  my  person. 

In  fairness  to  the  Judge-General  X  must  say  that  he  obviously  felt 
very  unhappy  about  me  in  his  capacity  a©  investigating  magistrate.  Thee® 
proceedings  had  been  forced  upon  him  by  the  two  KEfXKL  brothers,  but  1 
had  the  impression  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  absurdity  of  the  situation* 
fie  dismissed  me,  speaking  in  a  friendly  manner  with  a  promise  to  check 
on  my  whole  military  record  to  find  out  all  exonerating  circumstances  in 
ay  defense* 

But  there  was  another  on#  who  had  not  forgotten*  HIMMLER.  On  10 
August  1944  I  was  arrested  in  HANaU  by  the  G&STAFO  by  a  direct  order  of 
HIMMLER  and  taken  to  MHtiSTADT  prison  the  same  day*  There  2  was  searched 
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and  anything  I  carried  in  ay  pockets.  Including  ay  wrietwetch,  was  taken 
away  from  me*  Police  Sergeant  WIEGAMD,  a  good-natured  nan,  overlooked  a 
volume  of  the  Hew  Testament  on  purpose*  During  ay  detention  there,  last¬ 
ing  24  weeks,  that  man  always  showed  a  decent  and  benevolent  attitude 
toward  me  and  all  the  other  political  prisoners*  1  must  say  the  earn©  of 
two  other  police  sergeants  (prison  guards)  JASHKUK  and  MITZE.  JAEHRLBtG 
took  pains  to  pace  letters  and  other  communications  between  the  prisoners 
and  their  relative*  and  in  so  doing  exposed  himself  to  great  personal 
hazards*  MITZE,  in  a  cheerful  and  self-sacrificing  manner  was  responsible 
for  saving  our  lives,  during  a  severe  air  attack  upon  the  City  of  DARMSTADT 
in  the  night  of  11  September  1944*  Hated  all  round  was  'Police  Sergeant 
(prison  guard)  REINING  who  treated  the  foreign  prison-inmates  In  a  really 
brutal  and  beastly  way.’ 

The  GESTAPO  prison  held  in  the  average  about  500-600  prisoners, 
among  them,  besides  the  Germans,  were  Frenchmen,  Belgians,  Inxemburgers, 
Russians  and  Poles*  Since  prison  space  was  inadequate,  the  prisoners 
frequently  were  crowded  together  In  an  inhuman  way*  One  poor  Russian, 
arriving  at  the  prison  more  dead  than  alive,  was  lying  around  in  an  alley- 
way  day  and  night  covered  with  his  own  excreta/  One  day  he  was  missing* 

It  was  said  they  had  shot  him* 

Two  or  three  other  prisoners,  they  said,  had  also  been  shot* 

Among  the  German  prisoners  were  three  former  deputies,  two  former 
members  of  the  Hessian  Diet  a  Mr.  GMM,  and  Mr.  VffiSP  and  one  Dr.  B0CXIUS, 


e  former  member  of  the  German  Reichstag.  Coe  day,  the  latter  wee  taken 
to  a  concentration  camp  and,  as  1  read  In  the  paper  recently,  had  been 
murdered  there.  There  was  a  continual  coming  and  going  among  the  prison 
population.  Those  that  were  transferred,  turned  up  later  In  some  concen¬ 
tration  eaapj  among  them  ware  two  Catholic  priests  of  LUXEMBURG  nationality. 

1  enjoyed  the  "privilege*  of  occupying  a  single  cell  by  myself,  which 
waa  cleaned  by  Russian  prisoners.  Agreeable  as  it  may  seem  in  many  respects, 
not  hawing  to  share  a  cell  with  scam  other  prisoners,  the  loneliness  was 
almost  killing,  Since  ay  watch  had  been  taken  away  from  me  toe,  l  had  no 
means  of  cheeking  the  time  and  passed  the  days  without  being  able  to  count 
the  hours.  Gradually  1  learned  to  determine  the  approximate  time  by  the 
altitude  of  the  sun  and  from  different  recurring  noises  within  the  prison. 
The  frequent  air  alarms  were  a  real  blessing*  Then  we  were  conducted  Into 
the  cellar  -  vaults,  where  one  could  caraaunicate  in  whispers  with  other 
fellow-prisoners .  At  night,  of  course,  this  was  not  a  change  to  be 
relished  when  the  mass  of  Russian  and  Polish  prison  Inmates,  who  would 
otherwise  be  working  outside  of  the  institution  during  daytime,  were  over¬ 
crowding  the  premises)  space  was  then  limited  no  much,  we  had  to  stand  up 
closely  preseal  together.  A  consequence  of  these  meetings  was  the  con¬ 
siderable  spread  of  lice  all  over  the  place.  The  beasts  bothered  me  a 
great  deal  but  X  took  it  as  something  like  a  substitute  for  this  year’s 
lest  hunting  season. 

At  first,  the  food  supply  was  adequate,  but  after  the  air  attack  in 
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the  night  of  11  September  1944#  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
City  of  BABMSTABT#  it  wee  really  pitiful.  Spiritual  attendance  by  a  nan- 
bar  of  the  clergy  (horriblle  dictu  .')  was  of  course  not  available  in  a 
GESTAPO  prison.  Already  in  1937  or  1938  HITLER  expressed  himself  during 
a  visit  to  the  Ordaneburg  "VOGELSANG"  as  follows,  and  I  quotes  "I  shall 
crush  Christianity  with  ay  boot  like  a  poisonous  toad";  end  of  quote* 
that  difficulty  wee  partly  mastered  too  in  spite  of  all  anage;  how 
it  was  done  muet  yet  remain  my  secret*  The  R.C.  Church  had  had  experience 
ever  since  the  days  of  the  catacombs. 

15  August  1944  I  was  taken  before  GESTAPO  Inspector  WANCEMANN,  for 
interrogation.  He  said  to  me  that  he  could  not  disclose  the  reason  for 
ay  arrest  but  hinted  by  innuendo#  my  religious  attitude  was  a  factor  in 
the  case*  WANGIMAJNiJ  said  the  FUEHRER  had  ordered  that  questions  on  world 
views  should  take  a  rest  the  WAR#  but  after  the  WAR  .  •  .  .  ? 

when  X  told  his  I  had  already  been  summoned  for  a  hearing  and  inter¬ 
rogated  at  TORGA0#  he  called  up  the  main-office  of  the  Reichssioherheits- 
Aat  in  BERLIN  end#  having  received  information#  abruptly  terminated  the 
interrogation  that  hsd  just  started.  On  the  same  night  a  prison  inmate# 
who  was  employed  in  work  at  the  telephone  switchboard  *  told  me  the  main- 
office  of  the  Relehsslcherhelts-Amt  in  BERLIN  hsd  sent  a  teletyped  message 
as  followst  -  "Investigation  against  GEN.  GROPPE  to  be  discontinued  since 
no  counts  of  Indictment  are  at  hand."  -  And  the  Relohskrlegsgerleht  (Reichs- 
Court-MarttaX)  at  TCRGAtl  had  wired  that  "the  investigation  proceedings 
egelnst  me  held  out  no  premise  for  my  success." 
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1  aw  not  in  a  position  to  confirm  the  truth  of  these  statements  by 
thi#  prison  Inmate |  who  also  claimed  to  have  overheard  an  orally  made 
utterance  of  a  GFSTAPO  official  to  the  following  effects  "¥e  are  going 
to  let  till c  Catholic  dog  stay  in  jail  further  for  awhile.® 

Indeed |  the  HIGR-COMMAND  of  the  ASMB&-FORCES  (G.K.W.)  had  figured 
with  ay  transfer  to  the  detention  fortress  of  GERMERSHE1M*  as  can  be 
shown  later,  but  HIMMD’fi  had  given  orders  that  1  was  to  stay  in  the 
DAHHSTADT  prison  because  a  disappearance  for  good  could  be  more  easily 
arranged  from  there,  later  events,  crowding  fast  can  each  other,  and 
aspirations  toward  a  certain  amount  of  "re-insurance"  nay  have  caused  the 
GFSTAPO-inepeetor  to  issue  order®  for  ay  transfer  in  the  middle  of  January 
1945  to  the  detention  fortress  of  EUFSTRIN,  to  which  place  the  former 
inmates  of  GER1-SEHSBE2M  had  been  transferred  meanwhile* 

For  that  reason,  cell  number  18  was  to  be  ay  living  quarters  for 
another  five  months* 

During  all  that  period  I  was  permitted  outside  to  breathe  fresh  air 
for  altogether  only  six  hours.  In  spite  of  this,  try  health  remained  quite 
satisfactory. 

During  the  course  of  this  long  stay,  my  condition  gradually  got  better 
thanks  to  the  eaca^clng  and  ever  cautious  attitude  of  ay  courageous  wife* 
After  a  period  of  only  two  weeks  she  succeeded  in  being  permitted  to  pay 
me  weekly  visits  of  free*  ten  to  twenty  minutes*  She  brought  we  clean 
laundry,  foodstuffs,  smoking  material  and  even  wine  and  coffee,  and  books 


too*  explaining  to  the  prison  guard©  in  a  clever  way  that  these  privilege 
wore  granted  by  higher  authority.  But  Indeed*  never  had  any  such  permis¬ 
sion  been  given*  but  by  and  by  the  guards  grew  accustomed  to  it  and  seemed 
to  believe  it  themselves,  they  were  simple-minded*  good  matured  men  who 
had  gotten  their  position  by  reason  of  the  Emergency  Service  Law, 

The  distance  from  UAJULU  to  DARMSTADT  is  about  50  tons*  and  every  week* 
icy  wife*  accompanied  by  our  youngest  eon,  a  boy  of  17  years,  traveled  this 
distance  burdened  down  with  heavy  package® ♦  Because  of  the  bad  military 
reputation  of  hie  father  they  had  abstained  from  drafting  {fortunately,*} 
the  boy  into  the  services,  frequently  the  railroad  connection  was  inter¬ 
rupted,  which  then  entailed  negotiating  a  large  part  of  the  100  km-dietano# 
by  walking.  Frequently  ray  wife  and  the  boy  needed  fifteen  hours  to  make 
the  trip,  when  air  attacks  compelled  thera  to  take  cover.  But  they  always 
reached  their  destination  in  spite  of  all  hardship  and  hazards. 

In  the  night  of  11  September  1944  the  City  of  DARMSTADT  wag  almost 
completely  destroyed  by  an  R.A.F.  attack.  But  the  prison  establishment 
was  spared  as  through  acme  marvel.  They  asserted  the  British  fliers  had 
marked  the  region  in  the  air  above  the  prison  institution  with  light 
signals • 

But  nevertheless,  the  conditions  within  this  ocean  of  flame  were 
frightful.  One  had  a  feeling  of  being  suffocated  in  the  intense  heat. 

While  1  stayed  in  t«*  prison  at  DARMSTADT,  ray  apartment  in  UAKAtl 
was  destroyed  during  an  air  attack.  Around  the  same  time,  my  eldest  son, 
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who  wee  then  attending  the  military  college  at  WJffiTHTLAOER  as  a  prospective 
officer  candidate,  was  crossed  off  the  list  and  eliminated  by  order  of  the 
H3&S-COW&KD  of  the  UtMftWTOCES  (KEITEL)  for  allegedly  being  politically 
unreliable,  and  transferred  for  service  to  a  replacement  training  unit. 

This  order  saved  the  boy’s  lifej  only  a  few  days  after  his  transfer,  that 
particular  college  was  annifcilstod  by  Russian  forces. 

On  18  January  1945,  exactly  34  weeks  after  my  arrive!  in  the  prison, 

1  was  informed  of  ay  transfer  to  the  detention  fortress  of  KUESTRXN,  the 
move  being  scheduled  for  the  scare  day#  the  shadow  of  KATTE  rose  threaten¬ 
ingly  in  ray  mind#  But  I  have  never  lost  faith  in  the  lord;  Be  would  pro¬ 
tect  xm  equally  in  KtJESTRJE  as  He  had  done  anywhere,  And  that  proved  to 
fee  the  case.  Accompanied  by  two  GESTAPO  officials,  I  arrived  at  the 
detention  fortress  of  &UESTRIN  in  the  evening  of  19  January  1945*  where 
the  0,0,  of  the  fortress,  hr,  'LEtlSSISO,  MAJOR  in  the  RESERVES  received  me 
in  a  most  chivalrous  and  accommodating  manner,  and  assigned  kjs  to  a  well— 
furnished  and  large  roc®.  After  such  a  prolonged  stay  in  prison  In  a 
single  cell  I  felt  now  ae  if  I  had  come  into  Heaven. 

The  High  Caaeiani  of  the  ARMED  FORCES  (O.E.H,)  ted  notified  the 
FORTRESS  Command  of  K8ESTRIH  of  my  transfer  with  the  following  order* 


MS  f  £-397 


— J  6— 


Cqpv 

S#  cr@t  Or  ci  «r 

aigh  Ssmtsd  af-the.-ABWf-Qffioa.  of  the  'Heer«ai,eifcoa&lftay» 

G.'y.,  20  Jet. ember  1944 

Nfl»  ,15469/44  -  s  .-  Aa..  F  2A-echtagr.  (2j 

To  the  Goasuuadlng  Officer  of  the  Kuestrin-FCRTIIESS, 

8&j . XfamflOEB  .fi&flf+E.  ituum*.  Jb£sdmaiJ&,  August  1882 

Lt*  GER.  A.U,  Theodore  GROFFS  has  been  detained  by  order 
of  the  Red  chef  uehrer  *88-  at  the  fortress  of  GiMJ&HEm  since  the  middle 
of  August  1944#  aw  at  KULSTRIN* 

He  is  to  be  treated  as  prisoner  under  Investigation  (before 

trial). 

By  order! 

(signed)  MEISEL 

f©  this  typewritten  order,  GENERAL  HEW  had  added  the  following 
instruction  with  Indelible  pencils  "Does  not  deserve  good  treatment  In 
eoneideration  of  clroumetanoes  of  the  ease." 

Giving  sueh  an  instruction  in  the  THIRD  Reich,  required  no  further 
ecnMmt  on  the  manlng!  The  above-named  GENERAL  M11SE  was  the  sane  one 
who  with  GENERAL  B0RGD0RF  had  aeeaseinated  FlUJDMARSiiAL  RC 8W,  on  the 
ovG«r  of  HITIRR)  personally  I  was  not  acquainted  with  him.  He  signed! 
*i*A,,rt  i.e.  "la  Auftrag*  on  by  order >  -  Who  were  those  who  had  ordered 
hi*?  •  l  assume  they  were  the  KB2TEL  brothers. 
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the  instrument  hut  scene  to  confirm  that  my  long  detention  In  the 
DAHKStADt  prison  was  the  outcome  of  a  specie!  order  of  KT-^LKR  'r,  which 
had  boon  kept  secret  by  him  from  the  Office  of  the-  HJCIT-CO^AN?  of  the 
AFTO  FCECJfiS. 

In  fairness  to  the  chivalrous  and  discreet  Commander  of  the  detention 
fortress  KUESTRBf,  I  have  to  say  that,  contrary  to  hie  orders,  I  was  never 
treated  diecriminetely  as  &  prisoner  under  investigation,  but  like  any  of 
the  other  gentlemen  that  were  held  in  KtlEvTSIH  as  honorable  detainees, 
and  X  was  always  treated  In  a  dignified  and  considerate  manner. 

His  job  as  commander  was  a  very  difficult  one.  His  pay-clerk  FAKF, 
in  civilian  life  an  elementary  school  teacher  and  propaganda  orator  for 
a  district,  and  one  non-co»fileaioned  officer,  SJtBMiElEF.  by  name,  were 
confirmed  PARTI  spies  and  made  no  hones  about  tailing  the  Commander  frankly 
that  all  of  us  should  be  strung  up  on  the  y allow,  and  welching  suspiciously 
all  measures  taken  by  him.  BASF  bragged  that  he  had  been  the  one  being 
responsible  far  the  shooting  of  tt#  C-EK.  Count  SFCNECX  in  GEBJffiRfBEJM 
fortress  after  the  20  July  1944  affair.  But  MAJOR  LBOSSIBO  was  a  master 
at  preserving  face  before  the  PABTT  and.  simultaneously  looking  out  decidedly 
for  our  interests  too.  His  thoughts  and  opinions  were  wholly  in  line  with 
ours,  and  during  hours,  where  cur  lives  ware  at  stake,  he  proved  it  by 
his  courageous  and  wise  actions*  For  this  we  will  never  be  able  to  thank 
him  in  full. 

The  inmates  of  the  detention  fortress  were  predominantly  ’’honorable 
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detainees n  which  again  were  divided  in  two  groups? 

a)  i*e*,  aemhere  of  the  ARNI  vises® 

nearest  relatives  wore  to  certain  cases  under  strong  suspicion, 
or  else  had  been  executed  for  participation  in  the  conspiracy 
of  20  July  1944.  They  were  as  follows : 

jjftlas  £m*sm.  ffiMn  cousin  of  General  von  Stuelpoagel, 
who  was  hanged* 

brother  of  the  General  of  like  name, 

who  was  hanged* 

eon  of  the  Pleldoarehal  v.K.,  who  was 

poisoned* 

brother  of  the  executed 
(by  hanging)  high  school  professor  KAISER* 

Ilajor  11CEPNER.  son  of  Col.  Gen.  H01PKER,  executed  by  hanging* 
ISa.ior  von  .HftSSEL*  son  of  Ambassador  von  HA8SEL,  executed  by 

hanging. 

(fcot.  jffiyg,  son  of  the  Fieldmarshal  TAULUS,  (STALINGRAD) , 

l&i.  ,ifi . tag . A&ff.  Afl»t.  Judge,  brother  of 

attorney-at-law  UIRlMi,  executed  by  hanging* 
b)  IfoaberB^afc.,.  the .ARBI*  who  had  shown  a  highly  suspicious  attitude 
on  the  20  July  1944  occurrence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  CiMfltAPO, 
were* 

WL . MJmms£W&*  aCIML,  G.O.  of  Bora  and  MORAVIA 

Dietxiete* 
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mt.  of  lfflK0Rr2UgCnr*S.  B-lftOM  von  If^'CK,  De^ity-Commanding 
General  in  YIIfflA. 

?,t.  GEE.  SlgaiTOSEL  Commanding  Officer  in  VHM. 

It.  GEM,  Dr.  SPAIDET,.  Chief  of  Staff  with  Pieldmerriisl 
POMMEL,.  . 

Commending  Officer  of  a 

Division)  on  Ms  own  repeated  urgent  requests  he  w««  later 
reinstated.  again  with  the  rank  of  Major  In  the  -SS~, 

Mai. -Gen.  RIFSrB.  Mil.  Commander  In  Wtt»»Ba^.n. 

Mel .-Gen.  von  HOlVfPf.  Mil*  Commander  in  mtWCt* 
c)  Further  . . . 

Lt.  Gen,  a.r*.  CPOPFB.  Corner  C.O.  of  214  Inf.  Mv,  as  prisoner 
under  investigation. 

it.  c,en.. .  a,p,  .of , 

former  C.O.  of  the  DDfCB-A??MT,  sentenced  to  doeth,  hut 
execution  deferred  by  order  of  HIT! MR., 

Dr.  SOtffl  and  FFKDF.PAKI..  two  Norwegian#,  sentenced,  to  death 
but  sentence  commuted,  to  life  imprisonment  in  a  fortress. 

Col.  MI, LEI.  SI.ovah1.an  Mil.  Attache  in  BFPJ.IN,  as  prisoner 
under  inveatigatioa0 

Thanks  to  the  obliging  attitude  of  Major  t,T’USfWi,  all  of  us  had  fair 
liberty  of  movement  witnim  the  wells  of  the  fortress,  took  our  meals  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Casino  mess  hall  and  could  visit  each  other  at  any  time  in 


MS  #  B-397 


«4<V 


our  too ms*  These  letter  were  well  furnished,  but  very  cold*  the  large 
room*  of  the  eastle  barracks  could  act  be  heated  comfortably  with  the 
email  amount  of  coal  placed  at  our  disposal. 

In  spite  of  the  laughably  inaccurate  and  highly  diluted  reports 
Issued  by  the  O.K.W.,  it  was  a  fact  that  the  Russians  were  coming  nearer 
every  day.  In  the  night  of  30  January  1945  we  left  our  fortress  prison 
in  open  motor  trucks  in  hitter  cold,  for  WItTKRByRQE  o/fetBF,  arriving 
there  the  following  morning  in  a  frozen-stiff  condition*  lJ©  found  here 
accommodations  in  the  hotel  "QW  MOLE"  from  which  we  were  permitted 
to  take  daily  walks*  Our  hasty  escape  from  I0FSTRIN  T  as  made  not  one 
instant  too  early*  Already  the  next  day  at  noon,  Russian  armored  cars 
appeared  and  penetrated  into  the  town* 

0»  24  February  1945,  -  the  Russians  approached  closer  again  -  we 
were  placed  into  a  special  R*R*  oar  and  traveled  by  the  railroad  (without 
having  any  particular  destination)  for  four  days  all  over  the  country  In 
search  of  a  safo  plaoo  of  refuge j  always  keeping  in  mind  to  avoid  any 
~SS~  units  and  with  the  intention  of  getting  closer  to  the  AWlfB  of  the 
Allied  Forces  which  were  then  approaching  from  the  West* 

Once  during  our  trip  the  train  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  air  force 
and  ©or  locomotive  was  destroyed*  two  of  the  train  passengers  got  killed 
and  eight  were  wounded,  luckily,  our  group  emerged  without  a  scratch* 

On  28  February  1945  we  finally  arrived  at  tWtGSBTJRS,  finding  aeootmoda- 
tiona  In  the  *BAH»  HOSSL,*  staying  there  until  15  March  1945*  Here  X  was 
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&ble  to  celebrate  s'  short-lived  reunion  with  my  wife  and  youngest  eon  who 
hed  succeeded,  despite  ell  difficulties,  in  reaching  the  town. 

The  prison  inetitutlon  was  shifted  on  15  March  1945  to  08ERSIENFBLDE, 
county  of  HEIL8R0UB.  Mere  the  antl-Nasi  end  honest  population  improved 
our  scanty  menu  by  voluntary  gifts  -  contributions  of  food  for  our  main¬ 
tenance.  Dislogded  from  there  by  some  HlOH-C^JiHOWURMf-SlAFF,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  GOENNIIGEN,  county  of  RIOTUMOEH,  arriving  there  1  April  1945* 
Sere  we  got  information  on  15  April  1945  of  an  order  issued  by  Himmler  on 
the  previous  day  that  all  of  ms  should  be  done  away  with.  Paymaster  RASP 
tried  very  herd  to  set  the  GESTAPO  at  TUEBINGEN  on  our  track,  but  in  vain. 
That  tame  night  we  escaped  under  the  leadership  of  our  Commander  to 
GAMMKRDINGEB  and  from  there  to  PFUUJNDC&F  in  search  for  a  refuge  and 
finally,  traveling  at  night  in  an  open  motor  truck  and  in  teaming  rain 
after  a  wild  chase  and  an  eight  hour  ride,  arrived  in  the  "HERZBERG"  mon¬ 
astery  near  IMMEHSTABT  m  AEPSES  on  22  April  at  0400  hours.  Here,  friar 
KRUCK  of  the  PALLOTINE  order  received  our  group  with  sincere  hospitality. 

We  would  find  a  little  rest  now,  so  we  thought,  after  all  the  hardship, 
sad  could  dry  our  wet  clothing.  On  the  road,  leading  along  the  foot  of 
the  hill  on  which  the  monastery  was  situated,  one  could  observe  during  the 
following  days  retreating  troops  in  dissolution,  marching  in  an  easterly 
direction.  One  had  a  sure  feeling  the  Allies  could  not  be  very  far  distent 


now. 
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Major  1SUSSISG  In  consequence  thereof  decided  to  dissdLve  the  deten¬ 
tion  prison  on  23  April  1945!  be  gave  written  certificate©  to  each  of  tut 
stating  that  he  had  eet  ue  free.  Oar  guards  had  dressed  in  raufti  and  they 
also  were  released*  Lt.  Gen.  SIMZINGER*  an  Austrian*  left  us*  trying  to 
mho  his  way  to  his  hone  in  Austria.  Most  of  the  members  of  the  Staff* 
among  these  Paymaster  RAUF  and  non-commissioned  officer  SJXBi'RMAIl®,*  took 
leave.  Only  a  few  decent  fellows*  having  their  families  in  the  Western 
area*  stayed  with  us. 

A  pity  it  was  we  Should  not  enjoy  very  long  our  well-deserved  rest 
In  safsty.  On  25  April  1945*  about  2300  hours*  -SS-,  armed  to  the  teeth* 
penetrated  into  the  monastery*  which  they  had  surrounded  previously  under 
cover  of  darkness  in  order  to  get  at  and  do  away  with  ue.  The  situation 
was  mighty  critical*  but  Major  lEBSSli©  mastered  it.  in  a  jiffy  he  donned 
his  uniform  and  pointed  cut  to  the  leader  of  the  hand*  BIMMLISt  had  sent 
special  orders  to  him  through  an  air-force  officer  holding  him  (LiBSSIliG) 
strictly  responsible  fear  the  safety  of  the  officers  under  detention,  the 
latter  were  all  higher  General  Staff  officers*  holding  the  highest  decora¬ 
tions  received  for  meritorious  services*  whom  the  ReiChsfuehrer  -SS-  was 
retaining  for  a  special  task. 

the  positive  Infliaching  attitude  of  Major  LBUSSING  imposed  upon  the 
ignorant  loader  of  the  -£&-•  the  latter  apologised  by  saying  he  had  been 
wrongly  informed  and  withdraw  with  his  men.  All  of  us  were  greatly  re¬ 
lieved  thereupon. 
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But  it  seemed  quite  evident  they  would  come  baok  again  after  finding 
out  they  bad  been  deceived.  Early  in  the  morning  26  April  1945  our  boat 
Friar  PITER  KRTJCK  went  on  our  behalf  to  an  out-of-the-way  village  called 
BRNAU  looking  for  other  billete.  Only  the  mayor  of  the  village*  HIST, 
and  the  Catholic  priest  Moneignore  SCTJMIFOFR  were  let  in  on  the  secret 
about  our  Identity.  For  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  village,  260 
altogether,  we  posed  as  simple  evacuated  refugees •  These  two  brave  men 
knew  quite  well  that  it  was  a  gamble,  with  our  lives  at  stake,  if  the 
-SS-  would  trace  u«  to  the  village,  but,  without  a  moment's  hesitation 
they  declared  their  willingness  to  give  us  shelter.  So  we  made  our 
departure  from  BFRZBvR0  monastery  on  26  April  1945.  Nobody  was  informed 
about  our  destination.  Under  cover  of  darkness  we  stopped  just  outside 
of  URFAU  village  and  arrived  singly  and  in  small  groups  at  our  prearranged 
assigned  billete.  Instructions  were  issued  to  everyone,  nobody  wae  to 
leave  hie  billet  or  house  until  further  notice.  In  great  tension, 

27  and  28  April  passed  byj  snail  -BE-  bands  showed  up  in  the  village  and 
its  environs  ?  but  our  group  remained  undetected J 

In  the  meantime,  just  the  thing  we  had  feared  and  expected  In  the 
monastery  HERZBERG,  did  happen.  On  27  April  1945  the  ~E£-  band  appeared 
again.  But  the  birds  they  were  looking  for  and  which  they  wanted  to 
oateh,  had  disappeared.  Peter  IH9CK  oould  not  be  found,  and  the 
remaining  inmates  of  the  monastery  could  give  assurances  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief,  of  not  having  the  faintest  knowledge  of  our 
whereabouts. 
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Cursing  wickedly,  the  -S8-  bend  withdrew  again. 

On  the  following  lay,  Paymaster  RAUF  appeared  again  at  the  monastery 
and  "confided*  to  Friar  Peter  FROCK*  -"a  good  Catholic  in  PBTFDSI GHJ5R  AFEK 
had  heard  the  -8S-  were  looking  for  ue  and  wanted  to  kill  us."-  He 
(KKtJOR)  should  tell  him  where  we  were  in  order  to  be  able  to  give  warnings 
to  our  group.  Peter  KKtJfJK  professed  he  could  not  tell  him. 

‘t 

It.  Gen.  van  ROPIL  and  two  younger  gentlemen  and  myself  had  been 
assigned  billets  in  the  R.  C.  Rectory  and  w©  received  touching  attention. 
Many  stories  of  perpetrated  atrocities  by  roaming  'ends  of  the  •SC- 
penetrated  into  our  hide-out,  said  to  have  been  committed  chiefly  on 
lonely  situated  far®  houses.  ’%at  would  happen  to  the  staunch  inhabitant® 
of  this  village  if,  after  all,  the  -SS-  would  discover  us  here? 

Suddenly,  on  29  April  1945,  a  Sunday  morning,  a»  We  were  Just 
having  our  breakfast,  the  noise  of  motor®  could  be  heard  and  soon 
thereafter  two  FRFKCH  ARMORS!)  TAKKS  stopped  right  in  front  of  the 
Rectory.  Thank  the  lord,  now  w«  were  saved i  72  years  old  General  van 
RflUX  who,  by  the  way,  was  president  of  the  DUTHT-FR^KCH-Allianoe  and 
GRAKD-KKTGHT  of  the  LFGXO!?  of  KONOR,  hurried  toward  the  leader  of  the 
reconnaissance  detachment,  Capt.  d©  RON  IF,  like  a  youth  and  described 
our  plight  to  him*  After  Capt.  de  B9KTF  had  greeted  us,  he  soon  drove 
to  flGMARimmw,  the  H.Q.  of  the  C.  GFKFRAL  of  the  FRFKCH-IX  ARMY,  taking 
General  van  ROFII  end  three  other  foreign  gentlemen  with  him* 

Gen.  EFTHOGART,  C.  0.  of  the  FHEKCH  I  ARMY  paid  us  a  visit  on  the 
following  forenoon,  congratulating  us  on  our  liberation  and  promising  the 
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protection  of  the  fRBBCfi  KILI7ASX  AUTHORITIES*  'With  full  liberty  of 
movement  ve  were  to  remain  in  TIRMU  until  the  necessary  i r?  t  erroga  t  i one 
had  been  completed  and  the  required  travel  permits  for  entering  the 
American  and  British  zones,  respectively,  had  been  granted  by  the 
military  authorities.  Besides,  General  BFTHQtlAni  had  already  been 
informed  about  our  group  by  General  van  iioell » 

Because  of  a  change  its  the  FBBMOH  MILITAHI  CCMMASD  the  interrogation 
of  our  group  proceeded  very  slowly  and  it  produced  a  severe  psychological 
stress  on  our  minds.  It  was  a  long  time  since  ve>  had  news  of  any  kind 
from  our  nearest  relatives  and  the  fear  the  Kuala  might  have  done  some¬ 
thing  to  the®,  was  In  our  winds.  But  late  in  June,  this  anxiety  was 
removed  from  my  mind  when  all  of  a  sudden  my  daughter  appeared  in 
TTBNAB  for  a  visit.  She  had  traveled  fro®  FMKRFBRT/k4IK,  where  she 
attended  lectures ,  in  search  for  the  burial  place  of  her  father,  because 
she  bad  assumed  that,  after  the  IIMMIFR  order,  dated  as  of  14  April  1945, 
the  killing  of  her  father  might  have  occurred  and  that  such  an  event 
had  to  be  taken  into  account*  Thanks  to  the  chivalrous  support  of  the 
FRENCH  authorities,  she  succeeded  after  a  long  search  in  finding  me  here. 

Early  in  August  1945,  the  TW&W  WAR  OFFICE  Issued  orders  granting 
our  final  liberation*  the  travel  permit®  for  entering  the  American  and 
British  aones  respectively,  were  granted  by  the  occupation  authorities 
in  the  middle  of  October,  Meanwhile  we  enjoyed  the  unlimited  hospitality 
of  the  honest  inhabitants  of  flHRAtf,  knowing  now  our  actual  identity  ever 
ainoe  the  arrival  of  the  FRfRCF  FORCEf »  A  sincere  friendship  had 
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developed  Between  the  gallant  inhabitant®  and  ourselves  and  we  helped 
them  in  the  harvesting:  operation®  to  the  beet  of  our  ability. 

The  exemplary  attitude  of  the  deeply  religious  people  of  TJftMV 
and  their  disinclination  for  the  Basis  were  fully  acknowledged  by  the 
FRENCH  military  authorities •  Upon  the  recommendation  of  General  de 
MONTH ABFHt,  the  UHNAE  eceraaunlty  was  exempted  from  all  requisitioning^ 
nee-'-ures  and  of  **oy  and  all  billeting  in  view  of,  and  with  specisl 
referenoe  to,  the  faithful  services  render®!  to  our  group. 

Our  upright  commander  (Major  HOSTING),  not  being  in  a  position  to 
claim  the  privileges  of  a  political  prisoner,  was  set  free  immediately 
in  recognition  of  hia  highly  commendable  attitude.  Ky  eldest  con,  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  FRENCH  hands,  was  also  set  free  by  the  chivalrous 
C,  0,  of  the  TfHESCS  occupation  troops,  Sen.  da  MOHTSABTirP,  as  was  said. 

In  recognition  of  the  attitude  of  his  father. 

The  day  of  our  leave  taking  and  departure  from  the  honest  inhabitants 
of  HHNAU  drew  near.  W*  were  to  see  our  own  relatives  soon.  Great  as 
our  Joy  was  to  see  our  own  again,  eo  painful  was  It  2 or  us  all  to  say 
goodbye  to  our  friends  here.  Ivory  single  one  of  the  villagers  had 
done  one  or  another  service  for  us,  and  this  was  particularly  true  of 
the  dignified  local  priest  Monseigneur  SGHMIEDBK  and  Major  HXfT. 

Automobile  transportation  to  the  border  of  their  occupation  sane 
was  made  available  to  us  by  FRENCH  military  authorities  in  a  most 
obliging  manner,  I  traveled  to  HrTIfLIRGB'N  on  25  October  1945  &nd  I  had 
excellent  billeting  accommodation  assigned  to  me  by  the  FBFNCH  local 
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ailltaty  Soasiander*  After  sn  absenoe  of  14fc  oontha,  I  arrived  in  HAKAtT 
by  train  on  the  evening  of  27  October,  returning  again  to  ay  family* 

Much  to  my  regret,  information  reached  me  too  late,  i,  e*  only 
after  my  arrival  in  HAMIT,  which  showed  that  the  American  Mil*  Government 
had  even  cent  a  oar  all  the  way  down  to  tfffiiATJ  in  order  to  provide 
transportation  from  there  direst  to  say  home  in  BALAU • 

The  latter  town  had  since  been  reduced  to  a  pile  of  ruins  and 
debris*  In  ruins,  too,  we  see  the  QiSM'M  XFICH.  It  was  bound  to  take 
such  a  turnj  our  Lord  cannot  be  mocked  unpunished .  Our  poor  deluded 
people  took  the  wrong  road  by  forsaking  tb©  Lord?  it  was  paying  homage 
to  a  false  idol*  May  the  German  people  draw  the  consequences  and  learn 
a  lesson  from  this  terrible  fete  that  now  justly  ha®  corre  down  upon  it* 

If  it  does  that,  there  is  hope  that  it  will  again  bo  a  people  with  truly 
Christian  tendencies  and  the  Lord  will  show  mercy  on  the  now  crushed 
PATHS HLAND  and  reinstate  it  in  the  position  it  was  in  during  former  day®  t 
a  HOLY  GFHHAJ5  EMPIRE. 

I  cannot  terminate  this  report  without  sy  heartfelt  thanks  to  all 
those  who  have  shown  ae  their  friendship  in  all  the  bitter  years  of  Kaai 
domination* 

My  slnosrest  thanks  €°  *°  our  all-merciful  Lord,  whose  fatherly 
hands  have  conducted  me  through  all  the  numerous  hazards  In  merciful 
guidance* 


(signed)  GROPFF 


